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ne nord s fist True Socialists anownas The Diggers 


A FREE EDUCATIONAL & FUN PACKED OPEN AIR EVENT 
| including POETRY, LIVE MUSIC, AUDIO VISUAL PRESENTATIONS, 
AN EXHIBITION, BEER TENT, FOOD, BOOK & OTHER STALLS 
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libcom.org , the best for new of resistance from around the world 
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FOR WORE INFORMATION & LOCATION MAP - VISIT OUR WEBSITE @ 
| http:/wigandiggerstestival.org 
US ON TWITTER @WiganDigger OR CHECK QUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE @ 


Liberated sign 
post in Trinity 


There are signs all over 
Moscow saying 
“Free Pussy” 


What are you doing 
here i Sibio? 
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National CAMRA pub of the Year 199 w p 
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Traditional 300yr old pub with Stone ig Floors 


Up to 10 home-brewed 
award-winning Linfit Ales and 
Stouts on Handpump 

Open Mon-Fri 5-1), Sat 12-1], Sun 1240.50 
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Please move, 
we are trying to 
repress dissent. 
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Shit sarge, what 
do we do now. 
The people are 
resisting. 


sak badd 


Lap Dancing. | 
P oetry by Simon Merits 
Free the Huddersfield 2, 


Doggies of the sini a mf a o SENO 
Rattle of Barclays revisited. SAAN Tt UOM NOA R DIDUM 


Disband Kirklees Council for a Huddersfield Commune. 
as ea E 


! FREE THE HUDDERSFIELD TWO 

On 6" April ‘Axe the Tax’ organised a protest in town 
against the bedroom tax and the unemployed having to 
pay council tax. 

Protestors occupied Barclays Bank as a protest against the 
bail out of the banks and bankers bonuses which caused 
the economic crisis we are all paying for. 

Two local anarchists were brutally arrested for 
their part in this non violent direct action. 

Protestors and bystanders blocked the road to try to 


prevent the arrest. 
Direct action and strike action is the only way to defeat 


government attacks. 


Well like us many of you will have seen Nick Crane's 
BBC2 documentary on Huddersfield, and wot a reet 
good programme it was too. 

it gave a good portrayal of the town, its history, 
innovation and multiculturalism. it did miss out 
some obvious parts of the fabric of Huddersfield 
such as the beggars, street drinkers and the thriving 
sex industry down Alder Street, but | suppose they 
can’t pack everything in. 


What was a surprise was the mention we got. 
When it came to Bro Brooke the Elder doing his bit 
on Luddites and machine smashing he was 
introduced as been a “member of a group that 
produces an anarchist magazine”, and since he has 
regularly contributed to the mag since 1996 we 


can only believe that he meant us. 


November. when we will once again rally to defend 


Indeed it is a fitting tribute to the radicalism of the ; 
the right to protest. 


town that anarchism gets a mention in the 
programme and we have often thought that part of 
the reason for continued uppertyness of the 
townsfolk is rooted in the Luddite past, and we do 
our best to continue that tradition by taking on the 
authorities and causing havoc; Luddite fashion. 


or as Hudds Ludds puts it,,,, 26 July - 60 years since the 
attack on the Moncada Barracks in Cuba and founding 
of the 26 July Movement. Local anarchist's plan to re- 
enact ‘History Will Absolve Me’ speech from dock at 
Huddersfield magistrates court foiled by CPS 


indeed no other historian is better placed to talk incompetancy. 


about the Luddites than Bro Brooke who keeps 
their tradition of beautiful and reckless direct action Unlike Share HAL would like to thank everyone 
D who turned out in support of the anti-Bedroom 
Tax protestors at Huddersfield Magistrate's 
Court on Friday. Some people had taken a day 
off work and used up their leave in order to be 
witnesses, or show solidarity. There were also 
people from across the left, aligned and non- 
aligned - a fine example of Unity in Action - as 
well as people directly affected by benefit cuts. 
Despite the trial being adjourned it wasn't a 
waste of time since it has helped maintain the 
mo public profile of the campaign. We hope people 
, ns | can be there again on 22 November - though we 
Alan Brooke defying the law. | can't promise nice festive sunny weather on the 
day ! 


front page photo s from the battle of Barclays 6/ 4, / 15 


No tories or police offices 
were hurt in the production of AR 


this magazine 
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This issue of 
Reargaard was 
brought to you with 

Alan O’ Dale. 
Snufflebunny, 
Simon Morris, 
Prof Paul Salverson, 
Glimmer, 


Chris and Chris, 
West Yorkshire Police 
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FUCK THE TORIES 
OCCUPY 
MANCHESTER. 
DEMO 
Sunday 29*" September 
Demo 
Against Tory Party 
Conference in 


Manchester. 
For transport ring UNISON 01484 
511826 for a place . Cost £7.00, 
Unemployed and students £2.00 
UNISON members FREEEEEE 
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WIGAN 
DIGGERS’ 
FESTIVAL 


(celebrating the life of Gerrard 
Winstanley) 


Saturday ath September. 
11.00 onwards The 


Wiend Wigan. 


stival.org 


à s : 


http:/ jwigandiggerste 


Coming soon to 
Rearguard. 


More trains, 
Terrorism and Honley, 
Fighting the bedroom tax, 
Fraid Not goes to Wigan, 
is this the end of Light 
Entertainment, 
Petrol Bastard.... 


ANTI-FASCISTS KICK OFF ...and much more... 
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ENGLANDS FORGOTTON 
REVOLUTION .....is the latest in the range 


of Rearguard pamphlets. From the pen of Ian 
Brooke it charts the history of what is known 
as the English Civil War but what to us is was 
a revolution when the people of England were 
the backbone in the struggle that saw the 


execution of the King of England. Far from 
placid and conservative the English lower 


_ Classes kicked ass taking to the streets to 


take direct action against the authorities and 


We are being robbed, fleeced, 


mugge c, by a government that is taking away our 
jobs, cutting our wages demolishing our Health Service 
bit by bit to hand it over to profiteering companies who 
couldn’t care less about our health. 


They are and driving down our wages and taking our 
jobs, then forcing us to wait for benefits, they are 
pauperising us, then cutting our benefits under the 
guise of forcing the unemployed to get the jobs that 
they are destroying. 


They want us to do more for less, to work in Poundland 
for our benefits to have our pay cut whilst directors at 
the top get wage rises. They want to get every last drop 


i i re f profit they can from us. The private energy ae 
egan mea ray at arming themselves t +t: * i 

: s socialists descended to voice our dism E an déleats od he o inflict the first military companies and transport companies are hiking their 
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UNISON members at Kirklees College has been 


fought off with the threat of strike action. tackles 


he fascists. 


WATCH YER GOODS AND WATCH YER CH ATTELS OF ® 
WATCH YER DANCES, WATCH YER SONGS A E 
WE WILL GRAB THEM, WE WILL NAB THEM 

WE DON'T CARE IF IT'S RIGHT OR WRONG 


WE ARE THIEVING MAGPIE! 


LEAVE NOWT BUT WOOD, BLOOD AND FEATHERS! 
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On the eve of 13" July, Snuffles and | boarded the late running Manchester Pic train, and set out on 
our way to a Morris marriage made in Abergele. Four and a half hours, three scenic train journeys and 
a rip off taxi ride later, there we were, loitering around the campsite, unintentionally unnerving night 


time snoozers, as we sought a place to pop up our pop up tent. 


To our left, on a hill, through sleepy-travel-tired eyes, we spotted a group of over-excited children Fi 
singing loud nonsensical melodies and twirling blazing orange fire sticks around. After, lying down in sah 
the tent, | thought to myself, “Why would children be playing with fire, in a field in rural north Wales | 
at 1.30am?” ...Unless it’s a Welsh thing... Ohhhhh, that'll be the Thieving Magpies!!” Only the most | 
outrageous, fun-loving, unconventional, ‘out-there,’ slightly pagan, completely ridiculous, purple and , 
Sa green face-painted, black-feathered, most entertaining Morris side | know! Two of which, Chris and APANS 
“£4 Chris, we had come to watch get wed, Thieving Magpies style. “Waahjksshfdjkkhoooooco!!!!” they if 
Silurian | Cried, from atop their flaming mound, and again, many more times over the blazing weekend. 
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Pek q The Magpies are a strange and surreal breed of Morris dancers; the wackier style, I'd say. Tiie 


coming from a Saddleworth lass, who grew up watching a perhaps more conservative dancer: gender 
separate sides; the men in neat but colourful matching uniforms; skin tight white knee socks; stacks of 
perfectly arranged flowers on heads; pints always in hand; and a team of ‘wags (‘wives and 
girlfriends’) in tow, willing to watch their every ‘dance out.’ The wags are also known as the florally 
attired and just as traditional Garland Girls: The women who watch the men dance but are not 
generally spectated by the men’s side, and who are not allowed to dance out with them at 
g traditional annual events. 
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The Thieving Magpies, however, like the Slubbing Billies — also a Morris side just over the moorland 
West Yorkshire border — have no such sex segregation. Mixed sex dancing, and music playing, is the 
norm for both these sides, from Marsden and Slawit, respectively. It’s the Magpies that take liberalism 
in Morris dancing further, though, in dress, demeanour, and personal values: According to Smiling 
Chris, the wedding bride, “Generally we (the Magpies) are socialists/anarchists/pagans and atheists, 7 C TEA rj 
but not all... Most of us are veggies, but not all. | think inclusive is a good word to sum up the group, Si AUPE CCTTE 
cos anything goes.” Anything?! Sounds fab. | might join and flash. “Although bigoted-minded people Sank P ' 
never seem to stay long,” Chris hastens to add. Anarchist Morris people; | like it. e 


—— 


All Morris sides are always seeking new members. If you’re a fun-loving leftie, who has often dreamt 
of romping in black, feathery homemade costume, with a DIY emerald-violet motif covering your mug 
(new style anarchist masque?) and a large, heavy stick in hand, which you are instructed to bang 
against others’ sticks, shouting wildly, this may be a task for you. Even if you’re not, this might suit 

+ because it is such splendid amusement! And, | know; I've practised with the afore-mentioned Garland 
| Girls, the Slubbing Billies AND the Magpies. The reckless abandon that comes with dressing as a bird 
that loves shiny things and skipping in circles, while stick fighting-your new pals, is quite something. 
Musical people, who do or don't want to dance are invited too. According to their Facebook page, 
“We could always do with dedicated musicians if anybody out there is interested. A fiddler would be 


pe 4 ee SC The day was idyllic and as if it wasn’t enough so, the wedding on the grass was still to come! By about § 

| gf + re 3pm Thieving Magpie Terry was ready to marry Chris and Chris (who had already visited the registry £ 

1 <= F. A p office, as is often the way with more creative weddings). r $ 
| ree ITD. wom 4 
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The lovely birdie-people are rather unique too, in that you needn't practise for long before being | 

| allowed to be seen in public dancing with them. The norm might be up to a year of practising, with a 

l more conventional Morris side, but, here with the Magpies, dancing out is almost immediate. sweet 
seventeen year old, Brittany, the youngest Magpie, who joined as a lover of folkiness, made Magpie 
history when she danced out (outside the Riverhead in Marsden) on her very first practice! The 
Magpies are a close bunch with a magical, visible and welcoming sense of camaraderie. This shone 
through at the wedding, where seventy plus of Chris and Chris's Magpie and non-Magpie alike friends 


The and family, gathered for a wonderful holiday weekend. HURRAH for BRIT tote e+ & 


ə \ i A hugely generous all you can eat cooked breakfast brought all the aves and humans together for a 


rre 


A i 


Y , lovely hearty meal on the Saturday morning. There followed some Magpie dancing (well, of course); 
s i my discovery of Snuffles’ football skills (almost akin to Beckham: you surprised me, Mr lan | Hate Sport 
G 3 j It's Stupid Brooke); some wonderful stream and river paddling/dunking/swimming/ju mping; and 
eo. 2 4 space-hoppering, footballing and summer sledging for the kiddltwinkles (many minature hippies 
/— Ù ™ were in attendance). The legendary Denise tent was also erect. Denise is kiddliwinkles entertainment 
/) nd œ extraordinaire or Queen of the Kids’ Tent, at the annual Beverly Folk Festival. She arrived with a car full 
mS yı of glitter, glue, foam, bunting, paints, string and alt things fun and messy. 
: dir 


~ 


- Before Mr Brooke and | set off down to the field, from our tent, a small girl approached us. “Have you 
seen a black bag?” she cried. We said we hadn't. “Oh no, it’s got the rings in it!” she exclaimed. So, we X 
two assumed it would be a late start to the wedding. Once we got down on the grass, and joined the EN 
unevenly spread ring of eclectically-dressed friends and family, the ceremony began in fact began and niw 
continued swimmingly. This was no ordinary wedding, and within it came pagan rituals, involving 

female Chris laying flowers, and male Chris lighting small fires, around the ring, and, later the 

symbolic binding of their hands; a metaphor for their bond. This is known as ‘hand fasting’ and was 
chosen by the couple as they felt it more meaningful than jumping over broomsticks, another pagan 
wedding ritual they knew of. Male Chris, also known as Chris Hunter, is an atheist, and female Chris, r 
also known as Chris Handy or Smiling Chris, does not believe in organised religion. Chris Handy says it 
was not a pagan ceremony in the sense of paganism as a religion; but rather in the sense of pagan ; TH 
being not Christian. For the bride, the service was an atheist affair, based in something very E 
believable: the elements. For both it was a spiritual observance and the creation of a bond, to 


symbolise the commitment they have for each other. g H AP PY 
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The Thieving Magpies practice at Marsde 
Parochial Hall every Monday 8pm — 10pm. 
They have pints afterwards in the 
Riverhead. For the summer, they will be 
dancing outside, 
MHP Contact them via Facebook for more 

info on locations. 
https://www.facebook.com/thievingmagviemarsden 
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The wedding ceremony appeared to flow naturally and perfectly. According to the birdie bride, “The 
whole thing was unplanned or loosely planned. For example | had no bridesmaids... they just turned k -£ T xti 
up and went, ‘Ta da!’ Everyone chose to colour co-ordinate in a particular shade of purple that none E ext of leaflet from the Anarchi tF 
of us had talked about before.” Indeed, it looked as if there were a planned purple theme but there | 5 on the 'De le’ x S ederation (London) e 
was not; only subconsciously. Even lan and | blended in well (for once) in pink, red and purple E | op es Assem bly’ on 22nd J 
clothing. There was a beautiful array of naturally mismatching flowers at the wedding: “On and a 3 FORT UNE: 
friend from Marsden gave us all the flowers from her allotment on the Friday morning,” Chris f weoi HE GENUINE ARTICLE- REAL PEOPLE'S ASSEMR 
h continued, “And Shamus, Eddie and Johnnie were only involved in the ceremony literally in the few. = |». ite EPEE RT LIES! a 
; . : oh i ne | ive years ir ) nt 
to th minutes before we began.” Wow, it seems being the opposite of a bridezilla, and not spending years | =m... experienced homie pe the UK have will change ve 
; ke td d eta ir Wages ivi ` i 
contr, planning out the tiniest detail, is the way to go. The Chris Couple appeared calm, fresh-faced and o m Standards. Many workers are kareda Aee claim 
ioyous over the whole wedding weekend, in which thing fell into pl fectly. Smiling Chri V many have seen both their hours a ee Those ‘ : 
rays JOY g weekend, in which everything fell into place, perfectly. smuing Cnris se nite hive lack her igh urs and overtime cut. Many å People attending this Assembly toda ENE NN 
. u S ‘ : n l ir ` : re 7 > vy a 
dg said, “It all seemed so planned but lots of it just happened...quite magical really for such a non- Y PE paid jobs ìn the aer aphan ain r, whilst relatively better pr ni ee with the present state ae me 
religious happening!” wee enews ‘end and fallow °) y I o “outsourcing”, privatised jobs sA been replaced by goù fave a long hard look at what is ke 
ow t : beautiful speech by close friena an | ; aucas CT jobs with lower pay. At th ng on. Rather than be i i , 
: One part that struck me, during the ceremony was a beau p Me , = time inflation has outpaced ave Pay. At the same Ae ea damn cat aed involved in a staticevene "d 
| x | : i d me to shed a tear (! then spotted Chris Hunter S, i 7 wages are now less ee Raa Overall L Of Washed out Trotskyists, 4 ee 
! Magpie, Dawn Rogers. This was what first cause j A lahii | 9 than they were in 2007 by £52 billion abour celebrities, trade union bureau pa A 
| $ ; : ; oe 1 f ` m mak $ crats and i 
: 1). It later transpired Dawn had written tne p : i i ers yearning fora false * : 
sister, Claire, and shed a few more:). : h AA At the same time s g for a false "Golden Age” nA 
È nade it all the more touching The ceremony went on to incorporate the lovely folk style singing n servita, btr. -< ik oe 3 a ey si pensions, the health rt rA series of speeches at a ao. 
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2 L=, around. We will need t yc ee with much less money government is continuing t iki oe s 
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liii Ning aimant campaign, where those mattis | > imaginative action at local and 
“Labour - the are seen as scroungers. As he said occupati Pi ee tame blockades, h G45 to 
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The following week Isaac Jones was one of a number 
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> Dear School: Please eXSCUSE 
> My son is under a doctor's C 
VƏL o Please excuse Lisa 
¢ Megan could not come to Sc een bothered by very close veins. 
¢ Please excuse Pedro from bei 


emg absent yesterday. He had (diakre) (dyrea) (direathe) the 
runs. 


°> Irving was absent yesterday because he missed his bust. 


¢ Please excuse Jimm y for being. It was his father's fault. 
¢ Sally won't be in sc 


hool a week from F riday. We have to attend her funeral. 
e Please excuse little 


Jimmy for not being in school yesterday. His father is gone and I could 
not get him ready because I was in bed with the doctor. 


John being absent on Jan. 28, 29,30, 51, 32, and alse 33. 


today. Please execute him, 
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Sypt were called mummies. They lived in the Sarah Dessert and travelled 
by Camelot. 


6. The Pyramids are a ran 
7. It midevil times most 


. Lhe Ids of March murdered him 
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ngredients. Moses then went up on Mount Cyanide to get the ten 
before he ever reached Canada. 
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iscovered a cure for rabbis. Charle 
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11. Louis Pasteur d 
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what we do when we support the royal family. 
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i Steam, sex and anarchy: Alex Comfort 


I am writing in response to some of the inane 
was a train spotter 


ramblings that you have allowed to infect your 
mag from the bitter pen of Enver Hodges. 


in the last issue of Salvo | printed a letter from Alan 


G8LOL :0U jay 
For the past two issues of Rearguard he has 
ae: i slandered our furry friends in the animal world for TE 
i a he of Joy Q 
wW not returning the solidarity shown to furry Brooke who suggested that Alex Comfort (he j y of 
nl à mammals by the Hunt Sabs, anti vivisection of 2y is anarchist of the i 
pay neay ag cee Rearguard Action for some brigade and the oro-Badger lobby. He suggests in i 20" century. Yes, l commented facetiously, but was he rp : p vs 
a e pp ssi ought it from a lady with a his offish manner that animals are not capable of əm 4 a train spotter? The throwaway remark elicited the | | pr» book about 
eard and bracers in the Royal Swan, and have WI returning this support and showing solidarity with | following e-mail: ageing. 
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always found it concise, transportable and human beings in the class struggle. 
controllable. Imagine then my horror when | Well | say ha, ha....bloody HA HA. Here is the | 
bought issue 64 and on closer inspection found 5 proof.. pe 
< | that the reason why it was falling apart was ses 
because there were NO staples at all holding it 
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city as Alex Comfort's son, | thought it 
ou that one of his greatest passions in 
r the uninitiated, a particular type 


in my capa 
might interest y 
tife was Atlantics (fo 


together. 
s | No wonder the middle pages fell out knocking Hie 
over grandma’s glass of white cider onto the nH | of locomotive with a wheel arrangement of 4-4-2 — 
jop- fi a0 no wonder the dog now has a bald patch | ed.) , and specifically those from Ivatt and his pupil 
| an of Perthshire ìn his otherwise uooapag Marsh. | remember him calling me in from the garden 
wi lemished fur. oe nw when | was four to see the last run of an Ivatt Atlantic 
Kuedo | | paid 50 new pence for that edition and feel be a chanel und south London 
conned having paid for two good quality metal a aes leper PERE a TE 
staples that were not included, how can | read because he'd heard a Brighton Atlantic - "North 
| Rearguard again unless | am convinced that itis | uq jeyo 40) Foreland" - was heading for East Croydon. He would 
ad adequately and metallically held together to have been thrilled had he lived to see the 
Bui prevent a calamity. | reconstituted “Beachy Head" take shape at the 
s e dgh sik 1001pag ` Bluebell, and struck with irony that its boiler - an ivatt 
nver Hoagnes. kih Here is the evidence from the streets of Istanbul of spare - turned up at the timber yard in Essex formerly 
iccle doggies prepared to do battle with the riot owned by one of my mother's cousins. Once again, 
cops in defence of human and doggy freedoms. ; i ” 
osd | Dear Enver. salvo strikes gold. Best wishes, Nick Comfort 
i . seyo 13y; P . , 
Apologies for the substandard quality of our Jot ` Comment is almost superfluous but you Ve got to 
aot last edition, we believe that it was pr oduced by | admit, this is quite an amazing discovery. It makes you 
someone who was not used to the peculiar wonder what other great revolutionaries were closet K 
nature of the mag and when pr inting it got the u09 joopag train-spotters. Nominations welcome. h Ae sah oe railway 440 Atlantic, 
pages mixed up, consequently we had to take : an the Joy of Sex. 
all the staples out and jiggle th : Iu 
piq p jiggie tne pages ar ound : 
ropa. | till they were in the right order. er) 
UM seyo aat Next edition. Nestor Makhno, Ukranian anarchist and 
They also have a new machine at the printers P| his photo’s of the trams of Kiev. 
a and couldn’t place the cut and paste mess that | 
is Rearguard on the glass, having to feed it | homer s i 
through they had to photocopy the product iuo | | Mis. Talking of iccle doggies.......-... 
swoo | before it was fed through and photocopied on And here too protestor and riot doggie in perfect dilead ie vba __.......Normandy 1944 and Churchill and Monty recruit a battalion 
of cocker spaniels to clear enemy mine fields. 


harmony after a hard days rioting. 
so Mr Hodges can stick his warped, Stalinist anti 
animal sentiments up his Karl Marx and should 
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bit dark as a result of over photocopying. This 


O}L 
¥ can be rectified for future issues. i can assure wT 
readers that that the Battle of Barclays was on : stop trying to prevent furry and less furry unity in 
a fine summer’s day not in the middle of the the liberation of all living matter. 
night as the pictures suggest. Nor had Gizzmo 
ənow left the lens cap on her camera. The picci’s Yours, 
Miss Treblinka Leggova, J 
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